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ATTENTION: JOURNALISTS AND NEWS EDITORS 

VANDERBIJLPARK, 05 DECEMBER 2025 

VUT COUNCIL RESPONDS TO MEDIA REPORTS ON ALLEGED DEGREE 

SYNDICATE AND DELAYED ACTION ON WHISTLEBLOWER REPORT 

The Vaal University of Technology (VUT) Council has noted recent media reports 

concerning allegations of an alleged “degree syndicate”, as well as suggestions 

that there were delays in acting on a whistleblower submission reportedly made 

in August 2024. 

The VUT Council wishes to place on record that it had no knowledge of the 

whistleblower report, nor any related internal processes, until a media enquiry 

was brought to its attention on 13 November 2025, to which the University duly 

responded. An article was subsequently published by the Sunday World on 30 

November 2025. This prompted the Council to request a full report from the Vice-

Chancellor and Principal for consideration at a special Council meeting scheduled 

for 12 December 2025. 

Following correspondence from the Minister of Higher Education and Training, Mr 

Buti Manamela, dated 3 December 2025, the Council’s Executive Committee 

convened an urgent meeting on 4 December 2025. An update report was prepared 

and submitted to the Minister on 5 December 2025.  

At its meeting, the Council’s Executive Committee resolved to institute an 

independent forensic investigation, which is to begin immediately and conclude 

within three months. This investigation will examine the allegations, review the 

handling of the whistleblower report, and undertake a systems integrity 
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assessment of VUT’s admissions, registration, certification and student records 

processes to identify any vulnerabilities in the system. 

Council has also written to the Minister to clarify the governance context, outlined 

the steps taken to date, and reaffirmed the University’s commitment to 

accountability, integrity and the protection of its academic reputation. 

Council will further consider the matter during its scheduled meeting on 12 

December 2025. Council takes these allegations extremely seriously. Protecting 

the integrity of VUT qualifications, restoring stakeholder confidence and ensuring 

full accountability are paramount. The Council remains committed to a 

comprehensive and methodical inquiry that will support evidence-based and 

accountable decision-making. 

We urge all stakeholders to exercise restraint when commenting publicly on this 

sensitive matter, given its implications for our students, alumni, parents, funders, 

employees and their families. 

Council will issue further updates as necessary as the investigation progresses. 

End 

Issued by: 

VUT Council 

For more information and media queries, contact: Corporate Communication 

Sibusiso Nkosi 
Head of Corporate Communication 
Email: vutmedia@vut.ac.za  
Tel: +27(0) 16 950 9113 

 Connect with VUT: 

 Twitter: @VUT_Online 
 Facebook: facebook.com/vaaluniversityoftechnology 
 Instagram: instagram.com/vaal.university.of.technology 
 LinkedIn: linkedin.com/school/vaal-university-of-technology 
 TikTok: tiktok.com/@vutonline 
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