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Thina Sizwe… 
The Phenomenology of the Cry: 

Dislocation and Dismemberment

ABSTRACT 
This paper theorises this moment in the decolonial conver-
sation using struggle song ‘Thina Sizwe’ as a decolonial lens. 
Through meditative songs like ‘Thina Sizwe’, the oppressed 
have historically not only protested their dislocation and 
dismemberment, but they have identified its cause in ways 
that clearly locate their site of struggle. This paper begins 
by historicising the ontological crimes that relegated the 
oppressed to the zone on non-being, a positionality that 
enabled and justified epistemic injustices. ‘Thina Sizwe’ is 
a meditative cry (isikhalo) that situates African people as a 
‘people with problems’ and not a problem in and of them-
selves. This decolonial moment is justified in its quest for 
the re-membering of the dismembered.   
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